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wounds, Thomas exclaims, “My 
Lord and my God!” Then Jesus tells 
Thomas, “Blessed are those who 
have not seen, yet believe.” Here’s 
the key: Jesus gives St. Thomas a 
mission. His mission is to believe. 

My friends, maybe you are like 
Thomas. You may have doubts 
about Jesus being alive and rising 
from the dead — even though so 
many witnesses have given you 
their testimony through the cen-
turies. Yet when the priest comes 
and gives you the sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick, or brings 
you Jesus Himself in Holy Commu-
nion, you can say, “My Lord and 
my God!” Then Jesus gives you the 
same mission he gave Thomas. 

YOUR MISSION IS TO BELIEVE
Even from a wheelchair or a bed, 

this is a mission you can accom-
plish. And then you join the ranks 
of the apostles and disciples who 
give testimony that Jesus is alive. 
Your faith is a witness to your  
family and friends, and the nurses 
and staff and fellow residents of 
your care home. 

And you can express your belief 
through prayer. I have baskets of 
prayer intentions from parishio-
ners at the foot of the altar in my 
private chapel. Please, join me in 
praying for all these people who are 
beseeching the Lord for mercy and 
healing. By interceding in prayer 
for our  brothers and sisters, you 
are exercising the priesthood of 
your baptism. You are joining in 
Christ’s mission of interceding for 
us with the Father. 

And that is an excellent reason  
to live each day to the fullest, 
knowing Jesus has appeared to  
you through the sacraments,  
and given you a mission. Your  
mission is to believe. 

F R O M  T H E  B I S H O P

When I visit with elderly mem-
bers of our parishes, some feel they 
have lost their purpose in life, as 
they are no longer working full 
time, or even hosting dinners and 
social events for their families. 
Some who live in assisted-living 
facilities get frustrated at their lack 
of independence due to declining 
health and physical limitations. 

If you feel this way, I want to 
share a lesson we priests learned on 
retreat this summer. The purpose 
of a retreat is to follow the Lord’s 
command to his apostles “to come 
away and rest awhile.” 

On this particular retreat our 
speaker was Bishop Gordon Ben-
nett, SJ. The bishop was able to 
show us things in the Scriptures 
that have always been there, but  
we never noticed (or at least I  
never noticed). What he told us 
may help some of you reading this. 

In studying the appearances of 
Jesus following His resurrection, 
Bishop Bennett noticed that all the 
reports from those who saw Him 
have four things in common: 

T H I S  MON T H ,  I’d like to speak to those in our diocese who may be 
retired, or elderly, and may feel cast aside. Who may feel worthless. 
Since our society puts so much value on performance or earning money 
— and we idolize the young and the beautiful — it’s easy to understand.

1. The persons who saw Jesus were  
in a bad mood. 

2. They were slow to recognize Jesus. 
3. It was Jesus who took the initiative 

and came to them where they were.
4. To all those to whom He appeared, 

Jesus gave a mission. 

My favorite example is the ap-
pearance to St. Thomas. He and the 
other apostles were still afraid of 
being arrested, for they were hiding 
in the upper room with the doors 
locked. They were in a fearful “bad 
mood.” Yet even though the doors 
were locked, Jesus came and stood 
in their midst. 

He came to them where they 
were, at this anxious moment in 
their lives. The apostles were slow 
to recognize Jesus. Even though 
Jesus had appeared to the apostles 
the week previously, and they told 
St. Thomas all about it, he famous-
ly said he wouldn’t believe unless 
he could insert his hands into 
Jesus’ wounds. Slow to believe. Yet 
when Jesus does appear and invites 
Thomas to place his hands in Jesus’ 

Your 
mission 
is to 
believe

BY BISHOP 
MICHAEL C. 
BARBER, SJ 

Bishop Michael 
C. Barber, SJ has 
been bishop of 
the Diocese of 
Oakland since 
May 2013.
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Oakland Comitium, Diocese of Oakland 
Invites you to Join The Legion of Mary 

The Legion of Mary is a Lay Catholic Apostolic 
Organization whose members are giving service to 
the church on a voluntary basis. Its purpose is to 
help lay people fulfill their baptismal promises to 
live their dedication to the church in an organized 
structure, to give glory to God through the 
sanctification of its members. Founded by 
Servant Frank Duff on September 7, 1921, 
active in United States since 1931 and present 
in almost every parish.


Contact your local parish or

Erlene: oaklandcomitium@gmail.com

Priscilla: 510.367.2619


Mary Immaculate 
Mediatrix of all graces 

Pray for us
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Annual Children’s Mass
Join us in remembering all of the children that have gone too soon

A MINISTRY OF THE 
DIOCESE OF OAKLANDcfcsoakland.org

SATURDAY, OCT. 2  |  11 AM
Immediately following Mass, there will be 

a prayer service and dove release.

For more information, please contact your preferred location:
Queen of Heaven Cemetery & Funeral Center 925.932.0900 

Holy Sepulchre Cemetery & Funeral Center 510.537.6600 

Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Center 925.757.0658

St. Joseph Cemetery & Funeral Center 510.234.2012

Annual Children’s Mass
Join us in remembering all of the children that have gone too soon

01-788_blessingChildren_CV_fullPageAd_R1.indd   1 8/6/21   8:24 AM
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
The Mission Alignment Process survey is live  
Oct. 14-Nov. 22 at catholicleaders.org/oaklanddmi.  
Learn more at oakdiocese.org/mission-alignment-process.

Aligning our mission:
THE CHURCH HAS ALWAYS DEPENDED ON THE WORK 

OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. THIS FALL, THE DIOCESE OF 
OAKLAND IS ALSO LOOKING TO THE FAITHFUL.

BY MICHELE 
JURICH 

Michele Jurich 
is editor of The 
Catholic Voice.

This fall, parishioners in the Diocese of 
Oakland are being invited to participate 
in the Mission Alignment Process.

“The Mission Alignment Process is just that,” said 
Rick Medeiros, co-chair of the commission appointed 
by Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ. “The diocese has lots 
of great resources and people,” Rick said. “We need to 
make sure everything we’re doing is aligned 
with the mission of the Diocese of Oakland.” 

The process is data-driven, with commis-
sion subcommittees focusing on priests, 
demographics, schools, parishes and parish-
ioners.

“This is a process that is seeking the 
engagement of everybody in the diocese,” 
Rick said. 

The active participation of parishioners in 
the Diocese of Oakland in a survey available 
from Oct. 14 to Nov. 22 is a crucial part of 
the process.

“We want their input and we’d like them 
to be intentional with it,” Rick said. 

The survey has been developed by the 
Catholic Leadership Institute and has been 
used by dozens of dioceses, Rick said. 

The survey, he said, has been very suc-
cessful in helping other dioceses get a good 
picture of where they are and where they 
need to go.

Additionally, he said, “we can learn from 
the experience other dioceses have had.” 

The Lilly Foundation funds the Diocese of  
Oakland’s participation. 

The survey, which is anonymous, “asks where  
they in their faith journey, what their hopes are  
for their parish and their family’s faith life, what 

they’re looking for and what they need,” he said.
“We need that input,” he said. 
To help as many people as possible participate in 

the survey, it will be available online — each parish 
will have its own link — and on paper, in 
several languages.

Those taking the survey on paper will be 
supplied an envelope for mailing it. 

Parish participation is 100%. Each pastor 
has named a person who will lead the parish 
effort. The Catholic Leadership Institute is 
training them, via Zoom meetings conducted 
at the end of August.  

The priests of the diocese will have their 
own surveys. 

The surveys should show the commission 
“where we are and where we need to go to 
fulfill the mission,” Rick said. 

“There might be some terrific ideas brought 
up by our parishioners or pastors that have 
not been considered before,” he said.

Prayer is an important part of the work, 
with eyes focused on being faithful to the 
mission entrusted to the commission. 

The survey results will be used not only by 
the commission, but each parish will receive 
its results. 

“This is an opportunity to 
realign our resources to 
support evangelization 

and the formation of 
missionary disciples. 

When we are better 
aligned, we are better 
able to enhance our 

Sunday experience and be 
strengthened to continue 

acts of spiritual and 
corporal works of mercy.”
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Mission Alignment Process Prayer

Dear Father in heaven, look kindly upon  
the Diocese of Oakland as we take stock of  
the many gifts you have given us.  

Send your Holy Spirit to inspire and guide 
us so that our efforts to proclaim the saving 
Gospel our Lord Jesus Christ more effectively 
may bear tremendous fruit.  

May we, as your people, courageously 
proceed on this path of self-reflection  
and renewal.

In the end, with your divine assistance,  
we know that we cannot fail.  

Holy Mary, Queen of the World and St. Francis 
de Sales, co-patrons of our Diocese, pray for us!

Leading With Mission 
In An Age of Change

Initial priest  
meeting with diocesan 

finance council
MAP commission  

orientation meetings
MAP orientation 

for priests
Access to CLI parish 
platform goes live

MAP commission  
initial  

recommendations due

MAP commission  
recommendation to 

Bishop Barber

1

NOVEMBER 
2020

3

MARCH – 
MAY 
2021

5

JUNE 
2021

7

SEPT. 20,
2021

9

END OF 
FEBRUARY 

2022

11

JUNE 
2022

MAP commission 
announced at  
Chrism Mass

2

MARCH 
2021

MAP commission data 
gathering/analysis

4

JUNE  2021 – 
FEBRUARY 

2022

Primary point of 
contact for Catholic 
Leadership Institute 

(CLI) survey due from
pastors

6

JULY 15, 
2021

CLI parishioner and 
priest survey active

8

OCT. 14 – 
NOV. 22, 

2021

Parish 
consultations

10

MARCH – 
MAY 
2022

  The Mission Alignment Process commission members at the 
Cathedral of Christ the Light, after their first meeting. Front row: Paul 
Bongiovanni (ex-officio); Mary Fair; Father Mark Ruiz; Rick Medeiros 
(co-chair) and Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ. Second Row: Cristina 
Torres; Jocelyn Pierre-Antoine; Amanda Wehrman. Third row: Eric Hom; 
Father Jimmy Macalinao; Steve Wilcox (ex-officio); Father Lawrence 
D’Anjou (co-chair). Top row: Father Anthony Huong Le; Father Brandon 
Macadaeg; Father Leo Edgerly; Father Jayson Landeza.
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The family, community 
and the Church

T he Catholic Women Organization  of the 
Igbo Catholic Community of  the Diocese of 
Oakland held the annual August Meeting on 
Aug. 7 at All Saints Church in  Hayward.

Catholic Women Organization 
of the Igbo Catholic Community 
holds 2021 annual August Meeting

The August Meeting is a yearly meeting of  Igbo- 
Nigerian Catholic women from all over the world, 
where they articulate guiding policies and spiritual 
wellbeing of the congregation. It is an avenue where 
they are reminded of their faith and salvation pathway, 
which includes their roles in the family, in the Church, 
in child care and in training and development. 

This yearly special meeting is highly popular  
among Catholic women and this community. It is  
the first outside Nigeria and within the diaspora  
Nigerian community to hold  the August Meeting  
in the United States.  

In his welcome address, Father Modestus  
Mgbaramuko, the chaplain and spiritual  director  
of the Igbo Catholic Community, was excited  
about this year’s meeting. 

He challenged all the participants to use every 
opportunity in life to live a decent life (of emulation) 
because women’s lives have a unique calling. God has 
limitless love for all of His servants, he highlighted. 
He thanked them for their dedication to the commu-
nity over the years. 

The guest preachers were Reverend Mother  
Chidiebere Onyewuchi of Holy Family Missionaries  

F E AT U R E  S T O R Y
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Of Mercy and Father Angelbert Chikere of the  
Diocese of San Jose.

Mother Chidiebere reinforced the spiritual signif-
icance of the sacrament of reconciliation. She ex-
plained how repentance brings about forgiveness and 
blessings. It is a spiritual game-changer. Blessed are 
the peacemakers for they shall be called children of 
God, she concluded.

Father Angelbert  emphasized the importance of 
women’s duties in the family, community and in the 
Church. To this end, he invoked them to live simply 
and prayerfully. Prayer does everything. Prayer is the 
key to unlock any difficulty, he said.

In her speech, Dr. Ugochi Amuzie,  president of the 
organization, implored the women to live up to the 
calling expected of them. She noted how the positive 
and negative contributions of women impact families 
and communities. At large, their lifestyles are impact-
ful not just in their families, perhaps, but connected 
to the entire community.

In his goodwill message, Sir Austin Uwakwe, the 
president general of the Community, congratulated the 
women for organizing this annual meeting. He tasked 
them to continue their positive energy as agent of the 

BY UGO UBILI 

COURTESY 
PHOTO

Church and unifier of the progressive Christian family. 
He assured them of all necessary support if needed to 
make them grow from strength to greatness.

The Igbo Community is an active and vibrant ethnic 
community in the Diocese of Oakland that offers litur-
gical and cultural diversity. Its membership includes a 
variety of professional men and women who drive the 
vibrancy of the community. 

This community was inaugurated in 2004 to address 
the spiritual and social needs of the Igbo-Nigerians 
in the Bay Area and to promote religious and cultur-
al celebration in accordance with appropriate Igbo 
liturgical awareness and understanding. The Igbo 
Catholic Community’s goal is to foster the propagation 
of Igbo culture and language through the Eucharistic 
celebration and other liturgical services. Our hope is to 
transfer richness of our culture to our children. 

Our host parish is All Saints Church in Hayward, 
where our monthly Eucharistic celebration is on the 
first Sunday of the month at 2:30 p.m. Father Modestus 
Mgbaramuko, chaplain; Father Alfred Amos; and Rev. 
Deacon Sunny Offorjebe are the pastoral team, with oth-
er religious men and women serving the community. 

Catholic Women Organization of the Igbo Catholic 
Community of the Diocese of Oakland gathered at  

All Saints Parish in Hayward for its annual August Meeting.
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Virtual Tours | Campus Visits | Applications

hnhsoakland.org

Open House: November 7

High schools plan admissions 
events for class of 2026

A dmissions events are being planned at 
the nine high schools of the Diocese 
of Oakland. Each school has its own 
application process; most require the 

High School Placement Test, which is scheduled to 
be administered on Jan. 8, 2022. Reservations are 
required for admission events. Please check with 
the school on application deadlines.  

Bishop O’Dowd High School
• 9700 Stearns Ave., Oakland
• www.bishopodowd.org/admissions
• Admissions phone: 510.553.8631
• Admissions Director: Kerryn Pincus Gallagher
• View and register for O’Dowd admissions  

events at bishopodowd.org/admissions

Carondelet High School
• 1133 Winton Drive, Concord
• Admissions Director: Jessica Mix ‘99, jmix@

carondeleths.org, 925.686.5353, ext. 367
• Open House: Nov. 14, noon, reservation required
• Admissions Info Night: Oct. 20, 6:30 p.m., 

reservation required
• Schedule a campus tour/visit or register to 

attend an event: CarondeletHS.org/Apply. 
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Cristo Rey De La Salle High School
• 1530 34th Ave., Oakland CA 94601
• Application website: crdls.org/apply
• Admissions Director: Annie Nguyen, anguyen@

cristoreydelasalle.org, Call or text: 510.513.7313
• admissions@cristoreydelasalle.org
• Virtual info session (Spanish) Oct. 5, 6 p.m.
• Virtual info session (English) Oct. 7, 6 p.m.
• In-person info session (Spanish) Oct. 21, 6 p.m.
• In-person info session (English) Oct. 28, 6 p.m. 

De La Salle High School
• 1130 Winton Drive, Concord, CA 94518-3528 
• https://www.dlshs.org/admissions 
• 925.288.8102 
• Associate Enrollment Officer: Justin Alumbaugh
• Annual Open House: Oct. 31, 10 a.m., reservation required
• Spartan for a Day program begins Sept. 23, reservation 

required

Holy Names High School
• 4660 Harbord Drive, Oakland 
• www.hnhsoakland.org
• Director of Admissions: Petra Rocha, 510.450.1110, ext. 117, 

procha@hnhsoakland.org
• Open House: Nov. 7
• Admissions Virtual Tours: Register at hnhsoakland.org 

under Admissions
• Live Virtual Information Sessions: Register at  

hnhsoakland.org under Admissions
• Student Ambassador Video Calls: Register for ambassador 

video call at hnhsoakland.org under Admissions
• Oct. 19 STEM Day: Join the fourth annual STEM Day in 

collaboration with Google and Girl Powered/VEX Robotics 
and take part in a fun, interactive day of engineering and 
robotics projects

 
Moreau Catholic High School
• 27170 Mission Blvd., Hayward 
• https://moreaucatholic.org/admissions/ 
• admissions@moreaucatholic.org
• Director of Admissions: Paulina Maravilla 
• Mariner for a Day, Family Admissions Tours, Tuition 

Assistance Information Session: register online;  
reservation required 

St. Joseph Notre Dame High School 
• 1011 Chestnut St., Alameda
• www.sjnd.org
• Admissions Director: Gabi Lippi, admissions@sjnd.org, 

510.995.9458
• Open House: Oct. 24, 3-5:30 p.m.
• Friday Shadow Day Visits have begun
• Admissions Information Night: Sept. 29, 6:30-8 p.m.
• Morning with Admissions: Nov. 15, 9-10:30 a.m.
• Admissions Information Night: Dec. 1, 6:30-8 p.m.
• Reservation required for all events

Saint Mary’s College High School
• Peralta Park, 1294 Albina Ave., Berkeley
• https://www.saintmaryschs.org/
• Director of Admissions: Cherisse Payne 
• Open House: Dec. 5, 1 p.m., reservation required
• Admissions Morning Coffee, Campus Visits: 

Reservation required 
 
Salesian College Preparatory
• 2851 Salesian Ave., Richmond
• Admissions Director: Christina Karabinis, 

ckarabinis@salesian.com, 510.234.4433, ext. 1416
• Open House: Oct. 17
• salesian.com/admissions/visit-salesian
• 2020 Open House Videos: salesian.com/

admissions/open-house 

LEARN MORE 
Learn more about Catholic schools  
in the Diocese of Oakland by visiting   
csdo.org/find-a-school
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Catechists gather 
in Dublin for day of

T he seriousness of a global 
pandemic and the sudden 
societal and ecclesial changes 
impacted everyone. At a time 

when parishes were preparing to welcome 
the neophytes at the Easter Vigil and 
see hundreds receive the sacraments 
of Penance, First Holy Communion and 
Confirmation, everything came to a halt.

prayer, 
formation and 

fellowship
prayer, 

formation and 
fellowship
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As an embodiment of the 
Church, pastors and directors of 
religious education, with their 
parish support, persevered. The 
sacraments were received, and 
faith formation continued. How 
this looked in each parish is as 
unique as the members of the 
Body of Christ.

In February, the Diocese of 
Oakland welcomed Father Jimmy 
Macalinao as the new director 
of the Office of Faith Forma-
tion and Evangelization. One of 
his priorities has been to bring 
together youth ministers, directors 
of religious education and RCIA 
coordinators for a day of prayer, 
formation and fellowship.

Representatives from parishes 
gathered at St. Raymond Parish in 
Dublin for a retreat facilitated by 
Father Luke Leighton, CFR, from 
the newly dedicated San Junipero 
Serra Friary in Oakland.

Anchored on the theme of 
“Hope and Renewal in the Midst 
of the Pandemic,” Father Leigh-
ton described the day as a natural 
progression of importance with 
recollection, of Reconciliation, to 
Adoration, all culminating in the 
celebration of the Eucharist.

Father Leighton started the day 
with a mediation on Jesus walking 
on the sea and related it to these 
times. At one point, he reminded 
everyone that we are all “trying” 
and gently challenged the group to 
“trust” instead.

Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ 
graced the event and expressed his 
gratitude for all those involved in 
faith formation in the parishes and 
the diocesan offices. He said he ap-
preciated their creativity and joy to 
continue to teach and evangelize 
in the trying times. He especially 
emphasized that the Holy Spirit is 
to be a partner in ministry, helping 
to evangelize, touching both the 

BY DEANNA 
BETSCHART

Deanna 
Betschart is 
a catechist at 
Immaculate 
Heart of Mary 
Parish in 
Brentwood.

PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY FATHER  
ERICK VILLA

Father Erick 
Villa is the 
parochial 
administrator 
of St. Raymond 
Parish in 
Dublin.

mind and the heart. He assured 
those present that there are dioce-
san tools available to help in their 
efforts, as well as online resources 
such as Father Robert Spitzer’s 
Credible Catholic. 

There was also an opportunity 
to spend time with Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament, where the 
participants were guided through a 
powerful reflection of Luke 24:13-
35, the Road to Emmaus, which 
was interwoven with the music 
provided by Jacob Perry, director of 
youth ministry at St. Bonaventure 
Parish in Concord, and Megan Ar-
teaga, youth ministry coordinator 
at Santa Maria Parish in Orinda.

After lunch, Father Macalinao 
tasked each table group with an-
swering two questions: What gave 
you hope and inspiration in the 
midst of the pandemic; and what 
suggestions did the group have 
for the deaneries and the diocese 
regarding faith formation. 

Some of the responses included: 
new volunteers/new faces; involve-

ment from the youth; technology 
as a means of reaching out in new 
and innovative ways; and the reali-
ty that the Church has historically 
faced difficulties on this scale. The 
group showed a great thirst for 
further catechesis and direction.

“It was energizing to be part of a 
conference of catechists,” Michael 
Maeda, RCIA coordinator at St. 
Anthony Parish in Oakley, said  
of the day.

Linda Kortuem, director of 
religious education at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary in Brentwood, said, 
“I would say thank you to Father 
Jimmy (Macalinao) and his team 
for a very prayerful and spiritually 
uplifting experience. I feel we all 
needed that since we have been 
isolated and struggling by our-
selves. I really liked the meditation 
part for focusing me on what God 
wants me to do for His people.”

The day ended with the cel-
ebration of the Holy Eucharist 
where all the youth ministers, 
directors of religious education 
and RCIA coordinators reaffirmed 
their commitment to be friends of 
Jesus like Sts. Martha, Mary and 
Lazarus, whose memorial was 
providentially celebrated that day. 
They were eager to return to their 
home parishes renewed and ready 
to welcome those the Lord has  
placed in their care. 

F E AT U R E  S T O R Y

“It  was  energizing  to  be  
part  of  a  conference   

of  catechists.”
-MICHAEL MAEDA,  

RCIA COORDINATOR,  
ST. ANTHONY PARISH, OAKLEY
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STORY BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Remember the medal and, 
more importantly, that 
Molly Seidel didn’t give up 

Afterward, Seidel told reporters that she felt  
“a bit overcome” and cried “a little bit” after her race. 
“This is the day you dream of your entire life. This is 
what it means to be an athlete,” she said.

The women’s marathon in Tokyo was just the  
third marathon that Seidel, 27, had run. She finished  
in 2:27.46.

The 2016 Notre Dame graduate made Team USA for 
the marathon in February 2019 by placing second in 
the Olympic Trials. That was her first marathon. On 
Oct. 4, 2020, Seidel ran her second one, the London 
Marathon, and finished sixth overall.

“You kind of learn something about yourself while 
you’re running,” Seidel said in a YouTube video the In-
diana university released ahead of the Summer Games. 
“No matter how many challenges I’m gonna face, I’m 
always going to keep trying — and it doesn’t matter 
if I’m injured or someone is gonna tell me I can’t do 
it. I’m gonna always keep coming back, because deep 

LIFE’S A 
MARATHON 

SOUTH BEND, Indiana — Molly Seidel, 
the most decorated runner in the 
University of Notre Dame’s history, 
became just the third American 
woman to medal in the Olympic 
Marathon when she took bronze in 
the women’s event in Tokyo Aug. 6.
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down I love running more than just 
about anything.”

Seidel, who grew up in Hartland, 
Wis., was in fifth grade when she 
learned running success could be in 
her future.

“We ran a mile in gym class and  
I came through right around six 
minutes or so,” she recalled in the 
video. “My gym teacher came up to 
me and said, ‘Do you realize you just 
broke the school record for the mile? 
You should go out for track.’ That 
was kind of the first moment where 
I was huh, I know I really love run-
ning, I love going out and doing it, 
but this could actually be something  
I’m good at.”

She went on to win 12 state titles 
in high school in track and cross 
country, and was heavily recruited 
by college coaches. She chose Notre 
Dame and once she was there “got 
the sense this was a place I’d be  
surrounded by these girls who  
support each other to be the best 
they can be.”

Her freshman year did not turn 
out like she’d hoped, running-wise. 
She said she was “incredibly sick” 
with the worst sinus infection, which 
left her unable to breathe well and 
she ran the worst race of her life.

Sophomore year wasn’t much better, she recalled.
“It’s tough when you go for these long spans of time 

not racing,” she said in the video. “Sophomore year 
was probably my lowest point. I just couldn’t get my 
head in the right place. Physically I was nowhere near 
(where) I needed to be.

“I lost so much confidence in myself and was think-
ing like, man, I wonder if I ever will be able to get back 
on that trajectory I was on coming from high school? 
Was I ever good enough to do that kind of stuff?”

Matt Sparks, Notre Dame’s head coach for cross 
country and track and field since July 2018, was  
associate head coach when Seidel was at Notre  
Dame. He helped her get focused again.

“Having Coach Sparks come in and basically tell 
me, ‘Yeah you are good enough to do that’ made all the 
difference,” she said, and she went on to capture four 
NCAA national titles during her college career.

“At the end of day, it’s just running. You’re going out 

and it’s not that complicated — you’re trying to run 
fast. It literally just you and the clock,” Seidel said.

In a race “you are in the moment (and) and saying,  
‘I just want to run fast and beat people,’” she said.  
“You have to push harder than you ever pushed. It 
doesn’t matter what happened a year ago, because this 
is what’s happening right now. … It’s terrifying, but it’s 
so exhilarating.”

Sparks said he has never met anyone who “lives  
and breathes” running “like Molly does.”

Winning races doesn’t change who she is, Seidel said. 
“Yes, I’m happy that it happened, but I’m gonna go and 
do my run just like I would have done anyway. You’re 
always striving for something more.”

What she hopes people will remember about her,  
beyond her running titles, is that “when things got 
tough she didn’t give up,” she said.

“That’s probably what I would want to leave behind,” 
Seidel said. “It’s not about going out and killing one 
workout or doing incredibly well in this one race.  
It’s about the weeks and the months and the years 
you’ve been steady and consistent.

“There are going to be really tough times and it’s 
about getting through those and pushing on, because  
if you can keep at it anything can happen.” 

F E AT U R E  S T O R Y

Pictured on 
page 14: Molly 
Seidel, the former 
University of 
Notre Dame 
long-distance 
running star, won 
the bronze medal 
in the women’s 
marathon during 
the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics. She 
was photo-
graphed training 
in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts  
in 2020. (CNS/
Brian Snyder, 
Reuters)

Pictured below: 
Molly Seidel of 
the United States, 
left, is seen Aug. 
8 at the medal 
ceremony for 
the women’s 
marathon held 
during the closing 
ceremonies of 
the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics. Seidel, 
a former Universi-
ty of Notre Dame 
long-distance 
running star, 
won the bronze 
in the women’s 
marathon Aug. 6.  
(CNS/Molly Dar-
lington, Reuters)

There are going to be really tough 
times and it’s about getting through 
those and pushing on, because if you 
can keep at it anything can happen.”
MOLLY SEIDEL, MARATHON RUNNER
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C O V E R  S T O R Y

PRACTICE
WHAT 
YOU 
PREACH

Ramon Urbina 
is ordained to 

the Order of the 
Diaconate at Old 
Mission San Jose 
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ON PAGE 18

T H E  O R D I N AT I O N  T O  T H E  P R I E S T H O O D ,  A B O U T 
N I N E  M O N T H S  L AT E R ,  I S  AT  T H E  C AT H E D R A L 

O F  C H R I S T  T H E  L I G H T  I N  O A K L A N D ,  T H E 
N E W E S T  C H U R C H  I N  T H E  D I O C E S E .

Last year, the pandemic moved those 
celebrations outdoors. But not this year.

On a sunny Saturday morning, Aug. 14,  
Ramon Urbina was ordained to the 

diaconate by Bishop Michael C. Barber, 
SJ in the Mission church, before his 

smiling parents; the young families of 
his brother and his sister; his brother 
seminarians; priests of the Diocese of 
Oakland; extended family; and pews  

full  of laypeople who have come to  
know him over the years.
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The Urbina family’s home parish of Most Holy 
Rosary in Antioch was well represented, as was St. 
Raymond in Dublin, where he spent his pandem-
ic-lengthened pastoral year assignment. 

 In his homily, Bishop Barber encouraged the soon-
to-be deacon to consider examples of the priests as he 
prepares for ordination. 

First, the bishop noted that the ordination was tak-
ing place on the Vigil of the Solemnity of the Assump-
tion of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary.

“May the Holy Virgin Mother, the God bearer, be 
close to you and comfort you and keep you close to 
the side of her beloved Son,” he said.  

In making a “profound act of humility,” prostrat-
ing himself before the tabernacle, the bishop told his 
soon-to-be-deacon that those in the church would be 
kneeling, “imploring the Holy Spirit to descend on 
you, like the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus at his 
baptism by John the Baptist in the Jordan River.

“You will prostrate yourself because you are being 
led by us into the very holiness of God, the holiness 
which will make you a consecrated man, a man set 
apart by Christ and his Church for a special purpose: 
to lead others into this very presence of God, through 
the ministry of your diaconate. 

“I need you to lead by good words and by good 
deeds, by preaching the word of God faithfully.  
You must study and pray and meditate on the Holy 
Scriptures so you be immersed in the holiness of  
God contained in his Word. 

 “Then you must practice what you preach.”
He offered two examples of preachers: One, a  

master of wit and humor, often called upon to speak 
at liturgical events, and a popular speaker, called upon 
to speak about leadership, ethics and morals to busi-
nesses. “He was so popular a speaker that he had his 
own television show, which people actually watched,” 
he said. 

“I have it on the high, infallible authority of my late 
90-year-old grandmother, who said, ‘Father X was the 
best preacher I’ve ever heard.’ 

“I’m glad that my grand-
mother did not live to see this 
priest removed from the min-
istry for misbehavior,” Bishop 
Barber said. “That priest did 
not practice what he preached; 
and his words, like his name,  
are now long forgotten,”  
he said. 

He cited next the pastor of 
his home parish in Sacramento. 

“At homily time at Mass, it 
was painful,” the bishop recounted. “Father would 
come up to the pulpit and wander around in thought 
for 10 to 15 minutes and then he would sit down.

“Parishioners said he couldn’t preach his way out of 
a paper bag. Yet everybody loved him; he was always 
present,” he said. Every Mass, every day, every church 
event, every school game or school play. “He stayed 
long after Mass every day to have a good word with 
everyone, words of encouragement and care,” he said. 
“He always had a smile and a look of love in his eyes 
that was natural and real.” 

I  NEED YOU TO LEAD BY GOOD 
WORDS AND BY GOOD DEEDS, 
BY PREACHING THE WORD OF 
GOD FAITHFULLY.”

SEE MORE
Watch the ordination
youtube.com/watch?v=C2mMszRxnhY
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What that preacher lacked in words from the pulpit, 
Bishop Barber said, he more than made up for in the 
words and actions of his loving presence.  

 “Ideally, soon-to-be Deacon Ramon, we want you 
to have both: to be able preach well and reveal to 
people the mysteries of God and also to practice what 
you preach,” the bishop said. “Only then will people 
believe the words that you utter from the pulpit.”

Toward the end of the rite, the new deacon received 
the stole and dalmatic, the clerical garments of his 
new status. 

He chose two permanent deacons to vest him 

BY MICHELE 
JURICH 

Michele Jurich 
is editor of The 
Catholic Voice.

PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY DOMINIQUE 

GHEKIERE-MINTZ

during the rite; both had been ordained last year. 
Deacon Jorge Aragon, who serves at Most Holy Rosary 
Parish, is a longtime family friend and Deacon Fred 
Seril was in internship training right before his ordi-
nation at St. Raymond, where now-Deacon Ramon 
showed him the liturgical ropes.

 As the Mass ended, the bishop thanked Ramon and 
Alizu Urbina for supporting their son in his vocation. 

Within a few days of his ordination, Deacon Urbina 
returned to his studies at St. Patrick’s Seminary in 
Menlo Park. He is assigned to weekend duty at Holy 
Spirit Parish in Fremont. 

THE SEMINARIANS OF THE DIOCESE OF OAKLAND
The seminarians of the Diocese of Oakland gather around 
Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ after the Aug. 14 ordination to 
the diaconate of Ramon Urbina. The seminarians and their as-
signments are, from left, Juan Carlos Ponce, Pastoral Year, St. 
Patrick’s Seminary; Antonio Espinoza, Pre-Theology 1, St. Pat-
rick’s Seminary; Garrett McGowan, Pastoral Year, St. Patrick’s 
Seminary; Eric Ruiz, College 3, Josephinum College; Deacon 
Ramon Urbina, Theology 4, St. Patrick’s Seminary; John Paul 
Rabago, Pastoral Year, St. Patrick’s Seminary; Bishop Barber; 
Aidan Cameron-Smith, Theology 1, St. Patrick’s Seminary; Hoa 
Binh Ha, Theology 4, Pope St. John XXIII National Seminary; 
Father Carl Arcosa, vocations director, Diocese of Oakland;   
Rodolfo Quinteros, Pre-Theology 1, St. Patrick’s Seminary;  
and Alvaro Santamaria, Theology 2, St. Patrick’s Seminary. 
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Drawing 
people in

Drawing 
people in

DEACON RAMON URBINA’S 
ARTISTIC TALENTS OFFER 
GLIMPSE INTO SEMINARY LIFE 

In one of his cartoons, Deacon Ramon Urbina 
illustrates the two questions everyone asks a 
seminarian: So what made you want to be a priest? 
How long until you’re ordained?I

So what should we be asking semin- 
arians?

“I know the questions they shouldn’t 
ask,” he said. “They often ask us where 
we are going to be assigned or where  
we would like to be assigned. The  
truth is, we’re not in charge of that.” 

Seminarians don’t choose their  
assignments; the bishop does. 

But you might ask a seminarian, he 
suggested, what do you look forward to 
doing as a priest? “As a diocesan semi-
narian, most of the focus should be  
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on the sacraments and parish life,”  
Deacon Ramon said. 

“That’s what I’m looking forward to,” 
he said, adding he had just been asked 
to do a committal service after his  
ordination. 

Deacon Ramon, 32, was interviewed 
two weeks before his ordination to the 
diaconate on Aug. 14. He was scheduled 
to return to St. Patrick’s Seminary the 
week following his ordination to com-
plete his final year of studies.

He was looking forward to his week-
end assignment at Holy Spirit Parish in 
Fremont. He’s happy to be going there 
and reconnecting with Father Peter 
Lawongkerd, the parochial vicar who 
was ordained a priest last summer.

“He and I were neighbors at the  
seminary,” Deacon Ramon said.  
“We’re friends. Maybe he can show  
me the ropes. Peter was like a big  
brother; he was on his way out,  
I was on my way in.” 

As a deacon, he can preach, perform 
baptisms and preside at weddings and 
committal services. He brushed up on 
his Spanish during his summer assign-
ment at his home parish, Most Holy 
Rosary in Antioch.

Before his ordination, he completed 
his canonically required retreat, five  
days led by his spiritual director at  
St. Patrick’s. 

He also spent time with his fellow 
seminarians from the diocese. “We enjoy 
hanging out,” he said. “We enjoy each 
other’s company.”

At the seminary, Deacon Ramon’s 
cartoons are also something of a 
team-builder, morale-booster and  
icebreaker. 

“I would hope it humanizes us,”  
he said of the cartoons. They “kind  
of poke fun at our lives.” 

He posts his cartoons in the  
seminary’s laundry room. 

“I tend to be observant,” he said.
That keen observation took some  

of his fellow semi-
narians by surprise. 
Although they 
might recognize 
themselves in the 
cartoons, they didn’t 
realize that “we as 
seminarians do these things.” 

Consider his “50 Shades of Black” 
cartoon.

“Every seminarian, we wear our col-
lars and our black pants, but they’re not 
the same black,” he said. “We buy stuff 
and it eventually fades or it comes and 
it’s not the same black. It’s like mix  
and match.”

Anybody who does their own laundry 
can nod in agreement.

Another cartoon addresses: What  
do you call a seminarian?

The cartoon says it’s not “Father.”
“That happens all the time,” he said. 
So what’s the right way? 
If he’s a religious order seminarian,  

it’s Brother. Because we’re diocesan,  
it would be his first name.

Deacon Ramon started drawing car-
toons as a kid. “Growing up, that’s all 
I wanted to do was draw cartoons and 
make cartoons,” he said. 

BY MICHELE 
JURICH 

Michele Jurich 
is editor of The 
Catholic Voice.

“I  WOULD HOPE 
IT HUMANIZES US. 

THEY KIND  
OF POKE FUN  

AT OUR LIVES.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22

F E AT U R E  S T O R Y
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After he graduated from high school, 
he enrolled at the Art Institute of 
California in San Francisco, where he 
studied animation for two years.

Deacon Ramon, who describes himself 
as “Antioch, through and through,” en-
tered Divine Word College in Epworth, 
Iowa, in 2011. 

“When I first joined seminary, I was  
a very gung-ho kid. I was 22 years old; 
on fire with the faith. All I wanted to do 
was study the faith,” he said. I put the 
art stuff behind me. I concentrated on 
my studies.”

One of the religious priests advised 
him, he recalled, “People really don’t 

want to talk about theology, people  
aren’t not interested in philosophy  
or Church history. They want to talk 
about something else. 

“I brushed that aside until I came  
to the seminary here in the diocese,” 
Deacon Ramon said. 

He discerned with the Divine Word 
Missionaries for four years, but he  
realized he wanted to do domestic  
work rather than missionary work. 

At St. Patrick’s, Deacon Ramon  
picked up the tools of the artist. 

“We all study theology,” he said,  
“but art was very different.” Studying  
at the seminary is an intense time. 

“When I was making these cartoons, 
it was to lighten the mood. I enjoyed 
making people feel good for a little  
bit, to laugh again.”

Finding common ground is part of  
his ministry. 

“The way to bring people in is through 
something we have in common,” Deacon 
Ramon said. “I used that within the 
reflections I gave when I was in my 
pastoral year. When I deliver homilies 
or reflections, I talk about movies, TV 
shows, art, past experiences.

“That drew people in; once they’re 
drawn in, I can lay down the Church 
teaches this or that.” 
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New pastor at St. Isidore
Father Matthew Murray was installed as pastor of St. Isidore 
Parish on Aug. 14. Father Matthew, who studied at the North 
American College in Rome, was ordained to the priesthood 
by Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ in 2017. Bishop Barber 
presided at the installation Mass at the Danville parish. 
Father Candelario Jimenez, who was ordained in May, is 
serving as parochial vicar. 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ST. ISIDORE PARISH

A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E

40 DAYS FOR LIFE:  
SEPT.  22-OCT.  31
The international fall 40 Days for Life campaign 
includes four prayer vigils within the Diocese of 
Oakland. Here are the contacts at each site for 
days of the week, times and how to sign up 
 
CONCORD
Friends for Life, Concord 
friendsforlifeconcord@gmail.com 
Sign up: www.40daysforlife.com/en/concordca

EL CERRITO
Ana Gonzalez Aceves 
ana.aceves1@yahoo.com 
Sign up: www.40daysforlife.com/en/elcerrito

HAYWARD
Friends for Life Hayward 
spiralxp@aol.com 
Sign up:  www.40daysforlife.com/en/hayward

WALNUT CREEK 
Friends for Life Tri-Valley 
FriendsforLifeTriValley@gmail.com 
Sign up: www.40daysforlife.com/en/walnutcreek

The international website is 40daysforlife.com. 

How does a parish show its appreciation 
for leadership and guidance during the 
past couple of trying years? The Art and 
Environment Committee of St. Charles 
Borromeo Parish carried out a wonderful 
surprise for Father Kwame Assenyoh, 
parochial vicar of the Livermore parish. 
He returned home from a trip to find the 
sanctuary had been decorated with banners 
made from Kente cloth from Ghana. He was 
given the Gye Nyame, a religious symbol 
that recognizes God’s supremacy over all. 
The parish acknowledged the efforts of Mary 
Fair and Darlene Murphy in the redecoration 
in the color of Ordinary Time. “We have to 
tell your story,” he said to parishioners who 
gathered to surprise him. “You’re part of our 
story,” was the reply.

A display of gratitude

COURTESY PHOTOS

ST.  JARLATH PARISH FESTIVAL
Sunday, Oct. 17, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., 2620 Pleasant St., 
Oakland. Masses: 9 a.m. English, 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
Spanish. Fun for the whole family!
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You see, my car thinks it’s a tractor. It’s hauled fence 
boards, landscape timbers and all kinds of lumber. I’ve 
loaded in sand and soil, concrete, rocks, wine barrels 
and three different types of manure (for the compost, 
obviously). One memorable afternoon, I even fit a 
bale of hay from the feed store into it.

As you can imagine, driving my car was a unique 
experience — with lots of dust, some curious smells 
and even leftover hay and straw flying around when  
I opened the windows.

So when I returned the loaner and got my car back, 
I realized how good I’d had it with the loaner car — 
and decided to finally clean mine out.

Out went all the detritus of outdoor life and minis-
try; in went the vacuum and brushes to get the sand 
and hay out. I beat the floor mats, wiped down the 

BY MEGAN 
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Union in 
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A couple of weeks ago, my car 
went into the shop for a new 
transmission. The dealership 
graciously gave me a courtesy 

car, and while I have to admit the self-
driving features of the 2021 model were 
lovely, they were just icing on the cake 
compared to driving a shiny, clean,  
good-smelling car around for a week.

How starting something simple 
turned out to be a long-term 
improvement project not 
limited to vehicles 

F E AT U R E  S T O R Y

The slippery 
slope of car 
cleanliness
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How can we help?
Let us know.

510.267.8334
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vinyl and rubber surfaces, and even cleaned out the 
cup holders and door handles. Much better, I thought.

Until the next morning, when I realized that 
although the inside looked (and smelled) great, the 
outside was, by contrast, terrible. So that evening,  
I washed my car, hosing it down sparingly and  
soaping it up liberally. I even waxed it and cleaned  
the wheels. There we go, I thought.

Until the next morning, when I realized that the 
clean insides and outsides made the dirty liminal 
spaces stick out, so I cleaned out the door frames,  
the hatch frames, and all the glass of the windows  
and mirrors.

But the next morning the rubber seals looked awful 
... and then I saw the plastic had oxidized and needed 
restoration ... you get the picture. This went on with 
me cleaning or restoring something else on my car 
every evening for a full week, until I realized I was  
out of projects (and products) to do any more good  
— for a while, anyway.

This process reminded me of Confession in a very 
real way, on multiple levels. On the first level, I’ve 
found that often I don’t truly see how bad things have 
gotten in my spiritual life until I face someone who’s 
on the right track with the Lord. Then I realize, “Oh 
man, I could be better, and no wonder — I haven’t 
been to Confession in a couple months,” so I go and 
get pointed back in the right direction. Then, once I’ve 
gotten that delayed “big Confession” out of the way, I 
realize other things that still need tuning up — so I’ll 
go again in a couple weeks. And then a couple weeks 
after that, because I’m noticing more things. The 
more often I go, the more clearly I can see what needs 
tweaking in my life to get me back on the right track.

The other parallel is that we don’t see well in the 
dark. Every time I cleaned my car, it was in the eve-
ning (when it was cool), so I’d finish after twilight, 
basically in the dark. In the morning — in the light  
— I’d see more that needed to be done.

The same is true for the metaphorical dark! If we’re 
not enlightened as to who Jesus is, how Scripture calls 
us to live, what are the Beatitudes, how to live the 
works of mercy and all of that, we’re not even going to 
know if it’s bad in the first place! We need the morn-
ing light to gently show us what else can be improved 
— and did you know another name for Jesus is the 
Bright and Morning Star?

Now, don’t think you need to know all those things 
before you go to Confession. Don’t wait; just jump in! 
Take a look at your life in the light of the Bright and 
Morning Star, and wander over to Confession. You 
might not need a new transmission, but I guarantee 
that you’ll appreciate a little tune-up and detailing. 
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Dear Father Joe: 
My mother 
has been 
diagnosed 
with dementia 

I am struggling mightily to figure out what to do. 
There are days I just can’t take it anymore and I 
struggle with guilt about how I feel.

God bless you ... I have walked this road too and the 
pain is at times unspeakable. I am so sorry for what 
you endured and I hope that my words can offer you 
some kind of comfort as well as consolation.

As a priest, it has been a normal part of my life to be 
with and comfort families who were dealing with a par-
ent suffering from Alzheimer’s or some other form of 
dementia. When I did so, I felt their pain and believed 
that, at least at a base level, I understood. It wasn’t until 
my mom was diagnosed with this disease that I realized 
there really is no way to describe it to people. There 
is no way to understand the horrors and sorrows of it 
until you’ve walked that road yourself.

As best I can as a broken sinner who loves Christ, 
I am with you. Please allow me to share with you a few 
things that helped me a lot as I dealt with her illness 
and then death.

In the first five years of my life, I was basically 
unaware. I don’t have any conscious memories of my 
life at that point. I don’t remember the exact moment 
when I became aware of Mom and the role she played 
in my life. I know it wasn’t until I was much older that  

I actually appreciated her in a manner that was/is  
consistent with the level of gratitude that I should  
have possessed.

I don’t know how many times she stayed up all night 
with me as a child. I don’t know how often she missed 
meals because I had a need. I don’t remember her push-
ing through personal sickness to care for me. I had no 
ability to remember those things.

And yet, she did them.
I wasn’t capable of seeing and acknowledging her in-

numerable sacrifices; I lacked the ability to even notice 
it but she still did it and that, to me, is one of the most 
loving, pure and amazing things about parenthood.

It was an awful gift, but also a beautiful one when it 
struck me that her affliction was my chance to love her 
in the same way she loved me.

In the loss of her memory and her mind, I was given 
the gift of being able to love her and care for her with-
out thanks, without memory.

I would assume it is impossible for a person to be 
able to look at their parent or parents and say “they 
know the depth of my gratitude, they know how 
much I love them.” I believe that is part of what makes 
heaven heaven. One day, our hearts will be clear to 
each other and until that day, we suffer a bit with the 
inability to accurately communicate our love.

But here’s the thing. It turns out that some of us are 
given the ugly but salvific cross of knowing that we 
were able to love our parent or parents in the exact 
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same way they loved us: anonymously and selflessly, 
with no hope of thanks or acknowledgement. I hated 
the suffering my mom and our family endured, and  
I am also eternally grateful for it.

The second blessing to consider is that anytime 
someone we love suffers, we are offered a chance to 
stretch and sacrifice for them and there is no better  
way to show our love and commitment than to sacri-
fice. Nothing quite imitates Jesus like being willing  
and able to give of ourselves until there is nothing left.

I have no doubt that most of us would die for our 
family and that is beautiful. However, God will rarely 
ask us to die for that. What he will ask of us is that we 
live for our families. We bleed for them. We lay down 
what we want to do because of what we ought to do.

Doing so is exhausting and painful. Doing so will 
cost us so much, but I suggest to you that not doing 
so is much more painful, much more exhausting in the 
end because we were not made to live for ourselves, 
we were made to live for God and for others.

This is not something we can do on our own. We need 
the power of the Holy Spirit to guide us, strengthen us 
and give us all we need to do what we are commanded 
by God to do.

In terms of your feelings, I don’t know that there is 
much you can do about them; you and I do not have con-
trol over what we feel. What we do have is control over 
what we do with what we feel. St. John Paul II suggests 
that when we are struggling with “dark feelings,” we 
do not condemn ourselves for them, 
but instead “take what we feel to the 
classroom of our minds in order to 
discipline and educate our feelings.”

When my mom finally died, I re-
member the relief I felt and then the 
guilt over that feeling of relief. I came 
to see that this is normal and even 
healthy. The moment she closed her 
eyes on this earth, that gray curtain 
was lifted and she saw God face to 
face. In the words of The Apostle, she 
could say, “I fought the fight. I ran 
the race. I competed well.”

Who wouldn’t feel relief?
It is my hope that God blesses and strengthens you 

and lets you know he sees your love, your sacrifice and 
your fatigue. He accepts these gifts from you and weeps 
for what you weep for. You are not alone.

If this is not a struggle your family has endured, 
please pray for all of those who are struggling with Alz-
heimer’s or dementia in their family. If you can, offer to 
help them with food or by taking duties off their hands. 
They will appreciate your prayers and your gifts of time 
or small kindnesses more than you will ever know. 
Enjoy another day in God’s presence. G
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St. Daniel Comboni
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Inspired by the stories of missionaries who visit-

ed his classroom, St. Daniel Comboni consecrated 
his life to Africa at age 18. His impassioned advoca-
cy to “Save Africa through Africa” made missionary 
work on the African continent one of the Church’s 
priorities at that time. His vision of forming and 
empowering Africans to evangelize among their 
own people was revolutionary. Today, Comboni 
missionaries — 3,500 priests, consecrated sisters, 
brothers and laypeople — continue to serve in 41 
countries on five continents “ministering to the 
world’s poorest and most abandoned people, often 
working in unstable political climates, in the midst 
of extreme poverty.”  

Daniel was born in 1831 to poor Italian farmers, 
the treasured only child who survived childhood. 
He studied theology, philosophy and foreign lan-
guages at the Mazza Institute in Verona for gifted 
and needy children before entering the seminary 
and being ordained in 1854. On his first visit to  
the Sudan three years later, Daniel witnessed the  
extreme poverty of the people, which only made  
him more determined: “We will have to labor hard, 
to sweat, to die: but the thought that one sweats 
and dies for love of Jesus Christ and the salvation 
of the most abandoned souls in the world, is far too 
sweet for us to desist from this great enterprise,”  
he wrote to his parents. 

Devising the vision to “Save Africa through Af-
rica,” Daniel lobbied diligently throughout Europe 
for funds to support the missions. He founded the 
Comboni Missionary Institute for men in 1867 
to educate young Africans, many of them former 
slaves. In 1872, he founded the Comboni Mission-
ary Sisters, consecrated specifically to the missions 
and the first to serve in Central Africa.

Appointed the first bishop of Khartoum in 1877, 
Daniel worked tirelessly to abolish slavery in the 
region while continuing to train Africans to take 
leadership in ministering to their brothers and 
sisters. He died in Khartoum on Oct. 10, 1881,  
and was canonized in 2003. 

“It is my hope that 
God blesses and 
strengthens you 

and lets you know 
he sees your love, 

your sacrifice and 
your fatigue.”

BY SUE PARKER 27



Missing for 
decades, the univer-
sity’s long-rumored 
possession of the blue 
gingham dress worn 
by Judy Garland as 
Dorothy in “The  
Wizard of Oz” 

showed up without much Hollywood fanfare this 
summer in a white trash bag stashed high in a theater 
department’s office.

The rediscovery of something that had almost 
seemed legend in the drama department — except for 
photos of it and descriptions from people who remem-
bered seeing it — echoes a theme taken right from the 
classic 1939 movie.

Dorothy promises never to look for her heart’s desire 
“any further than my own back yard” after likely taking 
to heart the wizard’s advice that everything she was 

“looking for was right there with you all along.”
In early June, in preparation for renovation work to 

start on the university’s Hartke Theater, a department 
faculty member sorting through things noticed a white 
trash bag above the faculty mail slots. Inside it was a 
green, shoe-sized box whose contents needed no expla-
nation for Matt Ripa.

Ripa, a lecturer and operations coordinator in the 
university’s drama department, saw the faded blue 
squares and the aged yellowing blouse of the classic 
film dress and began laughing hysterically.

For the past seven years, since he started working 
at the school where he earned his graduate degree, 
it’s been his personal mission to find this dress. It was 
given to Dominican Father Gilbert Hartke — founder 
of the drama department and namesake of its theater — 
in 1972, two years before he retired.

There are pictures of the priest holding the dress and 
showing it to faculty members but after he died in 1986 

FOR  
DOROTHY’S DRESSN

O

 PLACE LIKE HOME

WASHINGTON, D.C. — It turns out 
there really is no place like home for 
a prized piece of movie memorabilia 
that came to The Catholic University 
of America’s drama department 
about 50 years ago.

F E AT U R E  S T O R Y
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no one knew what became of the iconic costume.
Ripa had looked for it in the theater’s archives and 

storage closets and had essentially given up hope of 
finding it, so its unexpected appearance was a pretty 
welcome surprise. He and a co-worker got some gloves, 
held the dress up and took pictures and then called the 
university’s archive department with the news: “We 
have Judy Garland’s dress!”

The piece of movie history, one of six original dresses 
believed to be in existence, was a gift from Mercedes 
McCambridge, an actress and friend of Garland’s, who 
was artist-in-residence at the university in 1972-1973.

McCambridge won an Oscar for best supporting  
actress in “All the King’s Men” in 1949 and was nomi-
nated for the same award for the 1956 film “Giant,”  
but she became perhaps even more well-known for 
being the voice of the demon child in “The Exorcist”  
in 1973, even though Warner Brothers failed to credit 
her for the role.

A 1973 article in the campus newspaper, The Tower, 
said she donated Garland’s dress to be a “a source of 
hope, strength and courage” to the students.

The writer pointed out that in a small way it also an-
swered Garland’s expressed regret that she hadn’t gone 
to college and her questions if “it all could have been 
different” if she had. “Judy’s fantasy has come true. A 
real part of her has made it to college,” the article said.

Although no one knows how McCambridge came to 
own the dress, it doesn’t seem unusual that she gave it 
to Father Hartke. Maria Mazzenga, curator of the uni-
versity’s American Catholic History Collections, noted 
the priest’s flair for the unique, saying he also owned  
a silk jacket from India, a 6-foot-long aviator scarf  
and a Russian fur hat.

“People gave him clothes because they knew he 
would like it,” she said.

The priest, a playwright and director who started 
the university’s theater department in 1937, also was 
instrumental in Washington theater efforts and civil 
rights advocacy. He was friends with U.S. presidents 
from Harry Truman to Ronald Reagan and was one  
of two priests called to stay with the body of  
President John F. Kennedy at the White House  
prior to his funeral.

This renewed connection with Father Hartke  
through the famous dress is what pleases Ripa most.

He admits he is not a huge “Wizard of Oz” fan, so he 
hadn’t gone overboard for its link with the iconic film. 
Instead, what he loves is how the dress reminds him of 
the drama department’s history.

Talking to Catholic 
News Service July 7 right 
alongside the famed dress 
— now safely stored in a 
temperature- and humid-
ity-controlled environ-
ment — he said he has 
enjoyed all the comments 
Catholic University alum-
ni have made on social 
media about the famous 
finding after he initially 
posted it.

“It reminds you: You 
are in a special club and 
Father Hartke was the 
coolest,” he said.

Ripa is pretty sure the 
dress turned up now be-
cause a retired drama department professor discovered 
it while doing some pandemic cleaning out and sorting. 
A note taped to the bag said: “I found this in my office.”

Once the dress was in the careful — and gloved — 
hands of the university’s archives department, the job 
of verifying its authenticity began.

Mazzenga reached out to experts in cultural memora-
bilia at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Ameri-
can History which has several “Oz” items — including 
its famous pair of Dorothy’s ruby red slippers — on 
display. Museum officials who came to the campus 
measured the dress and looked it over meticulously.

They are not authorized to authenticate objects like 
this one, Mazzenga said, but they could say with con-
fidence that this dress, like the other five in existence, 
had the same verifiable characteristics: a secret pocket, 
Judy’s name written by hand in similar script on a label 
and tears in the blouse’s thin material.

For now, school archivists are planning long-term 
conservation of the dress, which they say is too valu-
able to put on display. They also are responding to 
questions from the pretty big and very curious  
“Wizard of Oz” fanbase.

One person who appreciates the school’s find and its 
longtime connection with the dress is Steph Twomey, 
a 2015 graduate of Catholic University who has been 
playing Dorothy since 2017 at the theme park “Land  
of Oz” in Asheville, North Carolina.

“This. Is. INSANE!” she commented on an  
Instagram post about the find by the university’s  
archives department. 

N
O

 PLACE LIKE HOME
BY CAROL 
ZIMMERMANN, 
CATHOLIC NEWS 
SERVICE

Above: Father 
Gilbert V. Hartke, 
founder of The 
Catholic Univer-
sity of America’s 
speech and dra-
ma department, 
and Carol Pear-
son, a graduate 
student, are seen 
in this undated 
photo with the 
dress worn by 
Judy Garland in 
the “The Wizard 
of Oz.” (CNS 
photo/Special 
Collections, cour-
tesy The Catholic 
University of 
America)

Opposite page: 
Close-ups of 
Dorothy’s dress. 
(CNS photo/Tyler 
Orsburn)
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F R O M  T H E  O F F I C E  O F  T H E  B I S H O P

BISHOP BARBER:  
NO RELIGIOUS EXEMPTION 
FOR COVID-19 VACCINE

S TAT E M E N T F RO M  B I S HOP  
M IC H A E L C . BA R B E R , S J:

 
The Catholic Church recommends people get  

vaccinated against COVID-19, and for good reason. 
The Vatican has stated the connection with aborted 

fetal tissue is remote enough that it is morally permissible 
to take the vaccine. Therefore, since the Catholic Church has 

formally recommended its members receive the vaccine, a “reli-
gious exemption” would not apply to Catholics. 

The Church also teaches people should not be forced to take the 
vaccine against their will. The Diocese of Oakland will not mandate 
obligatory vaccination for our employees and clergy. But we do  
mandate that our Catholic school employees unable or unwilling  
to be vaccinated get tested every week. 

If a Catholic feels it is against their conscience to take the vaccine, 
that is a decision between them and God. True, the Church teaches 
people should follow their consciences. But a priest or bishop may  
not sign a “religious exemption” for a conscientious objection.  
They are two different things. 

As faithful Catholics and responsible citizens, we have the moral 
and civil obligation to protect the well-being of our society. To get 
vaccinated is to protect ourselves, our neighbors and to help stop  
the spread of this deadly virus. 

Pope Francis received the vaccine. So did Pope Benedict.  
We recommend you get vaccinated too. 

O F F I C I A L  S C H E D U L E 

OCT. 1
Joining priests of the Diocese 
attending annual Spiritual Retreat, 
Villa Maria del Mar, Santa Cruz

OCT. 7 
Evening of Prayer and Dialogue  
with recently ordained priests of  
the diocese

OCT. 8 
Bishop’s Advisory Group Meeting  
on the Eucharistic Initiative

OCT. 9
5 p.m.  Marian Conference  
Closing Mass, Immaculate Heart  
of Mary Parish, Brentwood

OCT. 10
11 a.m. Celebration of the Sacrament 
of Confirmation, St. Monica Parish, 
Moraga 

OCT. 13-15
Bishops Conference of Evangelizing 
Dioceses, Archdiocese of Portland

OCT. 20
10 a.m. Priest Personnel Board 
Meeting; 3 p.m Benedict XVI Board 
Meeting; 5:15 p.m. Mass with Jesuit 
Deaconate Ordinandi
 
OCT. 21
10:30 a.m. College of Consultors 
Meeting; 1 p.m. Presbyteral Council 
Meeting
   
OCT. 22-23
St. Patrick Seminary and University 
Board Meeting, St. Patrick Seminary, 
Menlo Park
  
OCT. 23
10  a.m. Ordination to the Diaconate 
for the Jesuits, Cathedral of Christ 
the Light, Oakland

Above: 
Bishop 
Michael C. 
Barber, SJ 
received 
his first 
dose of the 
COVID-19 
vaccine in 
February. 
(COURTESY 
PHOTO)

EL OBISPO MICHAEL BARBER ANUNCIA QUE NO HAY NINGUNA EXENCIÓN RELIGIOSA

La Iglesia Católica recomienda que las personas se vacunen contra el COVID-19,  
y por una buena razón.

El Vaticano ha declarado que la conexión con el tejido fetal abortado  
es lo suficientemente remota, que es moralmente permisible vacunarse.

https://www.vatican.va/.../rc_con_cfaith_doc_20201221...
Por lo tanto, dado que la Iglesia Católica ha recomendado formalmente que sus 

miembros reciban la vacuna, no se aplicaría una “exención religiosa” a los católicos.
La Iglesia también enseña que las personas no deben ser obligadas a vacunarse 

contra su voluntad. La Diócesis de Oakland no exigirá la vacunación obligatoria para 
nuestros empleados y clérigos. Pero ordenamos que los empleados de nuestras 
escuelas católicas que no puedan o no quieran vacunarse, se hagan la prueba de 
COVID-19 semanalmente.

Si un católico siente que vacunarse está en contra de su conciencia, es una  
decisión entre él y Dios. Es cierto que la Iglesia enseña que las personas deben  
seguir su conciencia. Pero un sacerdote u obispo no pueden firmar una “exención 
religiosa” para una objeción de conciencia. Son dos asuntos diferentes.

Como fieles católicos y ciudadanos responsables, tenemos la obligación moral  
y civil de proteger el bienestar de nuestra sociedad. Vacunarnos es protegernos  
a nosotros mismos, al prójimo y ayudar a detener la propagación de este virus mortal.

El Papa Francisco recibió la vacuna. También lo hizo el Papa Benedicto.  
Le recomendamos a usted que también se vacune. 

The Catholic Voice   •   October 202130
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† HOLY SEPULCHRE
Oscar Acosta Ortiz
Connie Albanese
Alfonso Alvarez
Jaime Baca
Michael Baca
Vernon Bernard
Elizabeth Birkett
Cener Cagawan
Eroida Carabello
Joseph Carbone
Arlene Chandler
Anthony Correia
La Mong Kay Correia
Joanne Dean
Denise DeAnda
Marie Dezzani
Muriel Dominguez
Richard Entelman
Laszlo Ferenczy
James Flower
Francis Gacula
Francisco Garcia
Gilda Germono
Jeffrey Glass
Theresa Godinez
Frank Gonsalves
Helen Groh
Joyce Heilig
Martha Jacobs
Loreen Jacobson
Corazon Javier
Jose Jorge
Henry King
Ramon Latorre
Mary Lillevand
Hok-Kan Lim
Katherine Maginnis
Maria Marquez
Edna Mateo
Dorothy Mcelhiney
Candido Medina
Antonio Mendez
Nancy Mojarro
Elayne Moore
Ivette Morales
Margarito Munoz
Lihn Nguyen
Jose Pereira
Milagros Perez
Barbara Powell
Thomas Pratt
Helen Quintal
Beverly Rackley
Helen Randall
David Ratto
Robert Rivers
Grace Rodrigues
Francisco Rosas
Ernest Sandoval
Lynda Sandoval
Duane Santos
David Scharr
Yolanda Schlevder
Benjamin Shorum

Dorothy Shorum
Vicente Sierra
Elbert Taylor
Effie Trujillo
Bernal Vancleave
Rafael Vega
James Venenciano
Fredrico Villanueva
Sheila White
Ronald William
Mary Zanoni
Kenneth Zrout

† QUEEN OF HEAVEN
Edik Avetisyan
Anselmo Ayala
Pauline Baker
Robert Baker
Louella Borja
Dorothy Borja
Timothy Byrd
Charles Calkins
Consorcia M. Casim
Ethel Donahue
Nativity Alex D’Souza
Anton Fuetsch
Angelo Giorgerini
Magdalena Go
Walter Hall
James Allen Mayer, III 
Pedro Jimenez
Amber Jones
Marietta Kahl
Freda Keat-Grillo
Steven Duane Keeler
Irene Labarile
Judith Lazarus
Lauren Love
John Maguire
John Patrick Marsh
Ramon F. Martinez
James McCaughey
Mary McGhee
Patrick Mettes
Joseph Francis Murphy
Hoi Van Nguyen
Rafael Patino
Hugo Ramirez
Medardo Reyes
Susanna Rochin
Roger Rolke
Oriana Rovai
Anthony J. Salamack
Therese Serventi 
Constance Weber
Lyla Wilkerson

† ST. JOSEPH 
Angel Baquiran 
Elizabeth Brajkovich 
Peggy Jo Brodie 
Christopher J. Buxa 
James M. Casey III
Juana Contreras 
Robert G. Copeland 

Jose Guillen Cortez 
Maria Sanchez De Cortez 
Lewis Cuccia 
Wilson Florero 
Jacqueline Giacoletti 
Artemia O. Gutierrez 
Lois Hayes 
Margaret Jones 
Thao Van Mac 
Maria D. Martinez 
Anthony Martins Arruda 
Jose G. Montano Delgado 
Kenneth Morris 
Juan F. Nunez 
Maria B. Ortiz 
Julia E. Pena 
Emma C. Rinna 
Guadalupe Sanchez 
Alice Scarberg 
Charles Scarberg 
Obdulia Siordia 
Gorgonio Solidum 
Fernando Sosa 
Dewey Steward 
Consuelo Straus 
Bernardino R. Torres 
Richard P. Weiss 

† HOLY CROSS
Joan L. Affinito 
Marti M. Aiello 
Priscila C. Arellano 
Lydia Bentancourt
Teresita Calalang
Guillermo Camacho
Betty Jean Cardinale
Saul Carranza
Nemia M. Castro
Helen Chan
Ricardo A. Chavez
Aurelio Chavez
Peyton E. Franklin
Ramona Garcia
Aurora N. Gonzalez
Rudolph Graziani
Florianne A. Hahn
Santiago Jauregui
 George Yu Hwa Liao
Guadalupe C. Lopez
Stella Maestretti
Mauricio Mena
Noverto Misquez
Carol Ann S. Ostertag 

Nevis 
Mary Paciotti
Patty Ramirez
Gloria Rose Robertson 
Matias Elijah Rogers
David Nunez Sanchez
Mary Elena Sanchez
Jose Silva
Violette Skaggs
Francisca B. Tapiador
Dora Wirth

† ST. MICHAEL
Dory Inez Bothwell
Jessie Echavia
Robert Garza
Carroll Keith McCallister
Teresa Mendoza
Barbara Irene Mitchell
Fred Bucay Moncada
Isabel Theresa Nawrocki
Kearney F. Sauer
Ganesh Singhal

† ST. AUGUSTINE
Gayle Hernbroth
Maria Natividad Meneses
Shirley Ann Morgan
Monika Myers-Vasey

† CATHEDRAL OF 
CHRIST THE LIGHT 
Raquel R. Garza de 

Guzman 
Rafael Guzman 
Anh Le 
Huyn Lin 
Manuel Mousale 
Daisey Navarete 
Barbara Pesek 
Anna E. Santos 
Ruby Williams 

Remembering those who we have laid to rest in  
our Catholic Cemeteries during the month of July

PLEASE JOIN US FOR 
OUR VIRTUAL MASS

WHEN:
October 2, 2021, 11 a.m.

WHERE:
https://vimeo.com/592400919



Roman Catholic Diocese of Oakland
2121 Harrison St., #100
Oakland, CA 94612

Diocese of Oakland Communications
SUPPORT THE CATHOLIC VOICE AND OTHER  

DIOCESAN PUBLICATIONS  •  OCT. 2-3 

WHY SUPPORT OUR WORK: 
•   Delivered to 72,000 households monthly  

by mail
•   New, visually appealing format
•   Covering events and celebrations  

across all our parishes
•   Completely funded by the diocese,  

not your local parish
•   Brings Bishop Barber’s message directly  

into the homes of parishioners

SPREADING THE WORD
Support bringing Bishop Barber’s message in 
print, on video and on social media. We deliver 
to 72,000 households by mail and thousands on 
social media the news affecting our Church and 
the good works happening in our diocese. 

HOW TO SUPPORT OUR WORK: 
•   Visit oakdiocese.org/catholicvoiceoakland-give
•   Checks may be mailed to: Diocese of Oakland, 

Office for Mission Advancement, 2121 Harrison 
St., Suite 100, Oakland, CA 94612 

CONNECTING OUR VOICES ACROSS 
THE DIOCESE OF OAKLAND

THE MAGAZINE OF THE DIOCESE OF OAKLAND  •  CATHOLICVOICEOAKLAND.ORG
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Page 12
KEEPING  
THE FAITH
Catechists gather 
for day of prayer, 
preparation

Page 20
SEMINARIANS 
Cartoons offer 
glimpse into  
their lives

Ramon Urbina is ordained  
to the Order of the Diaconate  

at Old Mission San Jose

PRACTICE WHAT 
YOU PREACH


